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Power Tool Safety – Securing Material 
 
Power tools are a part of our everyday process in the construction industry.  We often think of power tool safety as the 
same for each tool, and for the most part this can be applied universally.  Make sure guards are in worker order and not 
removed. Inspect the cords and verify a ground prong is on the plug if needed.  There are things we instinctively check as 
we use tools over and over, and the same goes with things we accidentally miss as well, because we use the same tools 
over and over.  This is why it is important to fix or remove tools that are damaged or out compliance.  Using it “Just this 
onetime” often leads to a habit of complacency.   
 

One hazard that struggle to identify as a company is the proper securement of materials that are being cut or modified.  
Apollo has had serval porta-band injuries due to the fact that the user is using one hand to run the bandsaw and one 
hand to hold a piece of material.  Next thing you know, the blade or material jumps, and now the user is going to get 
stitches.  We have seen this happen with all types of tools and materials throughout the years.  Be sure to use things like 
vices or c-clamps to secure material before working on it with some type of power tool.  Another action that helps 
mitigate material securement issues is having a proper work space, bench height, to work from.  This allows the 
craftsman the ability to use proper body position, technique, and gives a place where material securing can occur.   

 
Next time you see a co-worker using a grinder or porta-band to cut material, without using a proper securing device, stop 
them and help them find the right materials to complete the job safely and efficiently.   

 
 

 

 
Discussion Points/Quiz Questions: 

1. Do you have what you need to secure material before working with it? 

2. Can you name a few ways material securement is crucially important to the safety of people?  

3. Has anyone had a close call or been injured by holding material they were working on with a cutting tool?  

HEALTHY OR SAFETY REMINDER:  At Apollo most hand injuries occur from material being improperly secured 
while being worked on. Gloves are not the answer to prevent hand injuries, protective gloves are the last line 
of defense for hand injuries, the only way to prevent injuries is to plan them out of your work.  Following 
proper procedures helps minimize your exposure, but the risk of injury is always there.  


